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HP Hood and Organic Dairy Farmers Unite to Protect Organic Integrity
(Deerfield, MA)  The Federation Of Organic Dairy Farmers (FOOD Farmers) and HP Hood request that the USDA immediately send their proposed access to pasture rule clarification to the Executive Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The USDA National Organic Program (NOP) should also fast track a technical correction to the rule governing organic dairy herd replacements. The implementation of these rules will correct the inadequacies of the existing rules defining how much time cows need to be on pasture and safeguard the integrity of the rearing of organic cows. The failure of the USDA to take action directly affects the economic viability of family farm operations across the country and undermines the integrity of the Organic seal with consumers.

The continued delay by the USDA in sending the clarification to the access to pasture rule (§ 205.239: Livestock living condition) to OMB and provide a technical correction to the rule governing organic dairy herd replacements (§ 205.236 Origin of livestock) directly conflicts with the stated purpose of OFPA “to assure consumers that organically produced products meet a consistent standard.” OFPA is the 1990 law that authorized the National Organic Program.
“The delay by the USDA in publishing a proposed rule to clarify the access to pasture rule and publish a proposed rule for organic dairy replacements is detrimental to the future of organic dairy,” said Karen Cole, national organic procurement director for HP Hood LLC, “The USDA need to act now to protect our family farms that supply us with such a high quality, organically certified product.”

The USDA held a Pasture Symposium in April of 2006 and gathered volumes of public input which was overwhelmingly in favor of the adoption of strict pasture standards. NOP’s original projection of a proposed rule being published by the end of 2006 should have meant that a new pasture rule could have been in place by now.  Almost two years later, the process is only to the point of review by OMB prior a proposed rule being published.  Barbara Robinson, the Deputy Administrator at USDA who provides overall leadership for the NOP, publicly noted last November that the NOP was ready to send the proposed rule over to OMB, yet that has yet to happen.
“HP Hood LLC believes that the future of the family farms that provide our milk relies on the immediate publication of strict pasture standards,” said Mike Suever, Senior Vice President, R&D, Engineering and Procurement HP Hood LLC, “Our farmers are committed to providing the highest quality product from their pastured cows and need the USDA to enshrine well defined pasture standards in the rulemaking that can be enforced worldwide”.

 FOOD Farmers, HP Hood LLC, and the National Organic Coalition urge the USDA NOP to adopt the following recommendations as part of their proposed rulemaking. 

Access to Pasture standards

1. Organic dairy livestock over 6 months of age must graze on pasture during the months of the year when pasture can provide edible forage. 

2. The grazed feed must provide significant intake for all milking-age organic dairy cows. At a minimum, an average of 30% of the dry matter intake each year must come from grazed pasture during the region’s growing season, which will be no less than 120 days per year.  

3. Temporary exemption from pasture may be allowed because of:

i. Conditions under which the health, safety, or well-being of the animal could be jeopardized, including to restore the health of an individual animal or to prevent the spread of disease from an infected animal to other animals.

ii. Short term inclement weather. 

iii. Temporary conditions which pose a risk to soil and water quality.

iv. In no case will temporary confinement and exemption from this pasture standard be allowed as a continuous production system.

The measurement of the consumption of dry matter from grazed pasture will be calculated based on the daily dry matter intake from grazing averaged over the total time period grazed per year.
Organic Dairy Herd replacements

Once an operation has been certified for organic dairy production, all dairy replacement animals, including all young stock whether subsequently born on or brought onto the operation, shall be under organic management from the last third of gestation prior to the animal's birth.

For more information contact: Ed Maltby, NODPA Executive Director, 413-772-0444 or ednodpa@comcast.net, or by US mail at 30 Keets Road, Deerfield, MA 01342. www.nodpa.com 
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The Federation Of Organic Dairy Producers is an umbrella group for the three regional organic dairy farmer organizations: Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (NODPA), Midwest Organic Dairy Producers Association (MODPA), Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA),
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The National Organic Coalition, (NOC) is a national alliance of organizations working to provide a "Washington voice" for farmers, ranchers, environmentalists, animal welfare activists, consumers and  progressive industry members involved in organic agriculture.
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